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Llatinq of claims 

Claims 1-23 (Cancelled) 

Claim 24. (Currently amended) An orthodontic device for use with orthodontic arch wires 
comprising: 

a device body having labial, lingual, gingival, occlusal, mesial and distal surface 
portions, the body having therein a mesial-distal extending arch wire receiving slot having 
one mesial distal extend in9 _side open to a device body surface portion to permit insertion 
Of an arch wire into the slot and its removal therefrom; 

a pivot member mounted by the device body and establishing a mesial-distal 
extending pivot axis; and 

a shutter member mounted by the pivot member for pivoting movement about the 
pivot axis between a slot open position in which the open slot side is open, and a slot 
closed position in which the shutter member closes the open slot side to retain an arch 
wire in the slot; 

wherein the shutter member comprises: 

a pivot portion mounted by the pivot member for tfie pivoting movement of the 
shutter member; and 

a slot closure portion movable vtfitii the pivot portion, extending mesially distally v^h 
respect to the device body, and in the slot ctosure position closing the slot open side; and 

an attitude controlling spring member constituted by a flexible f nd extension poftkm 
of the slot closure portion further from the pivot portion, wherein that with the shutter 
member in slot closed position ttas a free end portion of the sprrno member extends into 
the arch wire receiving slot for engagement in a mesial-distal extending plane with an arch 
wire in the slot, such engagement urging the arch wire into engagement with the 
respective slot walls. 

25. (Currently Amended) An orthodontic device as claimed in claim 24, wherein in the 
slot closed position the flexible a flexible portion of the slot closure portion is positively 
engaged with a surface of tiie device body so-as so as to preload the flexible portion and 
urge the free end portion toward engagement with an arch wire in the arch wire slot 
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engaged wrth a surface of the device body so-ae so as to preload the flexible portion and 
urge the free end portion toward engagement with an arch wire in the arch wire slot. 

26. (Currency amended) An orthodontic device as claimed in claim 24, wherein the 
flextble a flexible portion of the slot closure portion is of recurved cross sec^on in an 
occlusal, gingival, labial, lingual plane, and in slot closed position rs engaged by lateral 
walls of the device body parallel to the last-menttoned plane to protect it against mesial or 
5 distal directed stresses applted thereto. 

27- (Original) An orthodontic device as claimed in claim 24, and including latch means 
ha^^ng latch members cooperating with one another and operative between the prvot 
memt>er and the pivot portion when the shutter memt^er is in slot dosed position to retain 
the shutter member in that position. 

28. (New) An orthodontic device as claimed in claim 25, wherein a flexible portion of the 
slot closure portion is of recurved cross section in an occlusal, gingival, labial, lingual 
plane, and in slot dosed position is engaged by lateral walls of the device body paralfei to 
the last-mentioned plane to protect it against mesial or distal directed stresses applied 
thereto. 

29. (New) An orthodontic device as claimed In claim 25, and including latch means 
having latch members coop^ting with one another and operative between the pivot 
member and the pivot portion when the Gutter member is in slot closed position to retain 
the shutter member in that position. 

30. (New) An orthodontic device as datmed in claim 26, and including latch means 
having latch members cooperating with one another and operative between the pivot 
member and the pivot portion when the shutter member is in slot closed position to retain 
the shutter member in that position. 
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